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Report Highlights:

Japan’s Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare (MHLW) has issued a proposed revision of tofu
specifications and standards, which would allow the packaging of tofu for storage at room temperature.
MHLW invites public comments by March 15, 2018.
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General Information:

The current Tofu Specifications and Standards (MHW notice N0.370) was established in 1974 and
requires that all types of tofu be refrigerated. However, scientific innovation now allows the packaging
of tofu for storage at room temperature, a product that has become popular outside Japan.

MHLW held a committee meeting in November 2016 and discussed the safety of aseptic packaging tofu
to store without refrigeration and they confirmed and requested Food Safety Commission (FSC) for
further scientific review on April 12, 2017. The FSC concluded that the storage of aseptic packaged
tofu for storage at room temperature does not pose a greater health risk when compared to contemporary
tofu that is refrigerated. The FSC then opened a public comment period from November 22 to
December 21, 2017. There were no objections to the FSC’s conclusion.

Accordingly, MHLW drafted a revision to the Tofu Specifications and Standards (enclosed, in Japanese
only) that will allow the aseptic packaging of tofu for storage at room temperature. MHLW is accepting
public comment on the revision until March 15, 2018.

Submitting comments: Comments should be in Japanese and can be submitted electronically at the e-
Gov website:

http://search.e-gov.qo.jp/serviet/Public?’CLASSNAME=PCMMSTDETAIL&id=495170370&Mode=0

Comments may also be submitted by mail or fax to MHLW by March 15, 2018.

Mail comments to:

T 100-8916 1-2-2 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo

To: Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, Pharmaceutical Safety and Environmental Health Bureau,
Food Safety Standards and Evaluation Division, Specifications and Standards Desk

* Please explicitly write “with regard to the revision of tofu specifications and standards” on your
envelope.

FAX comments to:

+81-(0)3-3501-4868

To: Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, Pharmaceutical Safety and Environmental Health Bureau,
Food Safety Standards and Evaluation Division, Specifications and Standards Desk

* Please explicitly write “with regard to the revision of tofu specifications and standards” on the title of
your document.

MHLW is planning to announce the revision in May 2018 for immediate effectuation.
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